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IMPORTANT 


‘This file constitutes a part of the official records of the 
.tional Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
‘thdrawn without express authority of the official in charge. 
~All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room. 
| Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 
1 observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
legrity of the official records. 


NEWTON B. DRURY, 


BU. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—22371 Director. 


UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


NATIONAL, PARK SERVICE 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 


CE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 


March 3, 1945- 


| wexorannce for the Director. 


: Following is the report of activities for Yellowstons Eationel *ark fer 
the month of february 1945: 


“eather Conditions. The Yellowstone is experiencing one of the mildest 
winters in many years. the extrenely alld weather of Gecember and Jenuary 
eontinued throughout February and there wore comparatively few bed days. 
While last winter becomber and danumry were quite mild, with little precipi- 
tation, February showed « marked increase in preeipitation, comparing favor- 
ably with the February of the year previous. “owever, there wes couparatively 
iUittle preeipitation at Mamcoth this february and little cold weather, but 
this same condition did not exist in the interior of the cark, where thers 
was at least normal precipitation. Aamnoth sevens to have nissed most of the 
storms thie winter, and there were only two deys when sub-sere teaseratures 
were recorded during the month, «2° on february 2] and -5° on the 25th. omy 
two sub-sero taxperaturas were revorded in danusry, o/;° on the 20th and -7° 


| em the 2ist, and only two sub-sore temperatures were rocerded in Secember, 


-18° on the 23rd and -5° om the 25th. «another very unusual thing in econ- 
nection with the weather this winter is that the sub-zere teaperatures have 
been of only one dey duration. Always before the sold spallu hawe lasted from 


| «4 to 6 days. 


The light snowfall required very littie road erening. The seotion fran 
Gardiner to Newmoth and Cooke was open throughout the month. 


Total precipitation for the month was 2.56 inch, as compared with .36 inch 
in January end 1.31 inches for fsbruery 194;. The aean precipitation for 
Pebrusxy is .96 inch. The saximua temparature for Kxamoth for the month was 
a ig? on the 8th and the miniaun “5° on the 25th. ‘There were 11 clear isys 
 @uring the month, 5 mrtly cloudy and 12 eleudy. 


Smow depths increased considerably in the higher ereas of the park during 
February. At Snake ‘iver the snow depth increased to 107) of ngrmal, with a 
water content of 90% of norsal. The minimum texperature of -31° recorded 
et Yellowstone Lake om Yabruary <5 was the lowsst in the park for the month. 

_ est Yellowstone, which usually records the lowest tecperature, had a minimum 
temperature of -20° on the same date. 
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“ith the exeeption of Hammcth, Tower Falls and Lanar, the snow dopths 
at stations in the park were greater than a your age. A comparison of 

| snow depths et the end of the month for o j-yesar period fer representative 
stations follows: 


COMPARATIVe SHO DSPTMG Gal - Lad 


Lo: mi 19a 19u By 
 BSuffale Ranch 3 18 3005 10 
Bechler River 57 56 ae Ge 
| Fortheast intrance 6 Sly 50 16.65 
Gallatin 19 30 io 15 
Lake 51 is 68 26 
Old Faithful 27 35 9 54 
Snake River 52 id ~- 48 
Tower Falis Liy 16 32 15 
*eet Yellowstone 33 59 16 28 


. Special Activities. Superintendent Kogers continued his stay in lenver 
on ofPistal Was laces Gneh2 ?ebruary 4, *hen he lott that evening for chicage 
for a eonferenes with the Director and segional Uirector Merriam. Je loft 
Chiesge on the evening of *ebruary 11, arriving in Denver the next day, and 
remained there until Pebruary 20, when he lett for his return trip to the 
park. He stopped eff for an inspection of Custer Battlefield Metional ‘emetery 
en route and arrived in the park on the evening of the Cleat. Assiatent Super- 
intendent Johnaton was Acting Superintemient in hie absenos wrtil february 14, 
wien he left for Chisago for an sssigneent in the Ciructor’s Office. Asslat- 
ant to the Superintendent Joffe was acting from the Listh te the 2nd. &© 
February 6 Acting Superintendent Johnston and “ark Ingineer Yohlbrandt made 
& trip to Livingeten to check right-of-way records on the fed Lodge-Cooke 
highway « 


The new systen of recording leave wag not cut inte effect until February 
1, as the necessary report forms were not received until about the middle of 
January. Thie park has failed to find a simplification in this new leave re~ 
eording, ae now some 10 or more omploywes ure involved in keeping leave 
reeords, whereas previously 1% was handled by the file and personnel office. 
The new forma do not appear to be an inprovesent over the old forme used by 
the National Park Service. in our opinion this new leave reeerding will 
present inorensed difficulties during the summer operating season and will 
result in the wasting of « large amount of time. As there are not sufficient 
clerks in the various divisions tec keep leave records, it is now necessary 
for plumbers, electricians and others, not qualified in clerical work, te 
keep these leave records, taking valuable tima which could be used for more 
important work. The final results accomplished now, with so many employees 
eugaged in leave recording, is no different then under the old system. 
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The application of the “lump sum payment” law has likewise caused con- 
giderable confusion and bas been the subject of numerous eonfurences. The 
mere fact that some § Conptroll«r Uoneral “ecisione have been rendered within 


, one month on thie new lew is evidence that it is not clearly underetced and 


wany errors will reault in its applicetion. 


The perk lest another of ita employece te the armed forces when Clerk 
avelyn &. Kumor departed for service in the “aves. Jiisa Sumor had orders to 
report in New York on february 22, but they were later changed to March &. 
She left the park on February 235 and will be cerriod on leave without pay 
until she actually enters on duty with the “aves. Oletrict “ark Manger 
Delyle R. Stevens received induction orders to report om "sbruary 15. fe 
had previcusly paseed his pre-induetion chysical, tut was rejeetad this 
tine on account of « foot injury suffered a number of years ago in a mine 
accident. io returned to duty on February chi. Hex A. Usdson, who had been 
carried on military furlough since duly 17, l4ue, when he was inducted inte 
the armed forces, was discharged on November @4 and expreseed the desire to 
return to duty in the park om April 1. Uis plans have since changed due to 
his desire te continue his edueation, and he tendered his rasignation sf- 
fective February 21, 19.5. Assistant Chief Ranger Hugh Peyton has been dis- 
charged from the 0. 6. Comat Guard end expecta to return to duty in the 
Yellowstore after the middle of March. it was reported in our January 
monthly report that Oistrict Park Kenger Lieyd J. Astle was inducted into 
the armed forces on January <3. Ur. Agtle's induction was delayed and he 
did not actually eater on duty in the 0. 4. Savy wrtil February 9. 


On february 24 information was conveyed to the Yellowstone operators 
thet the Director had decided that the park would operate during the 19,5 
season on an informal basis, as during the pat two years, that no hotela or 
lodges would open and that there would be no bua service available. The 
Yellowstone Park Company will be oxpected to furnish seals in the cafeterias 
and lodgings in the tourist cabine at Old Paithiwl and Fishing Bridge, whereas 
last year seals were furnished entirely by Namilton Stores, Ina. at these two 
locations. wr. Hamilton will take esare of pre~senson and post-season visitors 
for meals and lodgin;s, aa in former yore. 


Inspections. le J. Baranowski, Hadie Mechanic, Iele Hoyale National 
“Te Petrasry 1 on assignment to inspect radio equipment and redio serv- 
ice. Ee departed on the “th. 


Plans, Yeps and Surveys. Some time was epent on the Canyon cempreround 
eurves and establishing grade to conform to the new 
proyesed one-way road aystem. A check was wade of the right-of-way for the 
Red Lodge~Cooke road across private lands. ‘Several §.¢.”. proposals were re~- 
vised and the assembling of date for the shuttle cards was continued during 

the month. 


General Public i vo general press releases were sent out during the 
month, Peiole on the park was prepared by Assistant to the 
Superintendent Joffe for the special edition of the Casver Tribume lerald, 
to be iseved in Waroh. ark Naturalist Zredrick showed motion pictures of 
the park in foteman on February 1 at a meeting of the Seallatin County 
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Sportsmen's Asscciaticon. Some <0U persone were present. On February 27 chief 
Naturalist Bauer showed the moving pictwre reel “A Trip Around Yellowstone 
National Park,” at the high school auditorium in Jozeman thet wening. The 
Rotary Club, through the program chairman, J. &. Haynwe, had put on such a 
good advertising campaign that the picture and lecture had to be given twice 

- during the evening. There were 1,260 persons at the first showing and 250 

at the second achowing. An BW) foot film of the larger animals ef the park 
was left by Ore Bauer with B. 4. Anderson, forest Supervisor, to be showr a 
fow days later at the Rosary School in Soseman. 


Road Maintenance. Houtine road maintenance sonsisted chiefly o” reck 
patrol, thawln; out several eulverts which had frozen shut, and sanding 
operations, ihe push type snewplows made 5 trips to Cooke, and their use 
has reaulted im our being «ble to keep the enow pushed beck the full width 
of the rond. 


There are numerous frost boils developing and many of them are on the 
section from the Lamar Canyon to Cooke, om which very few frost heaves have 
previously developed. 


Ome of eur push type snowplows is im the shoo for resair, and repairs 
are extremely hard to meke for this mechine because of the diffieulty of cb= 
taining parte. 


Other Waintenance. in accomplishing routines owinting, papering and re<- 
decorating, mecessery for our older buildings, om squal amount of patching 
and preparation is required. 


Park Gperaters. Ure ds &. haynes visited the perk on February ¢\; and 
departed the next day. 


The park 1s expected to open for the 19,5 season and opwvrations will be 
carried on as during the past two yours with informal accomisdstions available. 


the general store at Sauceth was open throughout the month to take care 
of tho needa of local rvusidents. 


the park has been the recipient of conies of numerous letters between 
the Director and members of Congrese conoernins the removal of the “ld 
Faithful swimming pool after the war. The contract covering the operation 
of this swimming pool has now expired. 


Increase or Jwerease in Travel. Three humired twenty-eight persons 
antered the park during ‘ebruary, 46 compared with 272 for the same month of 
19,4. the total persons entering the park for the travel year is 4,934, as 
oumpared with 5,729 fer 1944, om increase of 32.3 per cent. 


One hundred fourteen cars entered the park in ‘ebruary 195, a8 compared 
with 94 for the seme month in 1914,. ‘he total cers for this travel year is 
| 1,652 as eanpared with 1,194 for 1944, an increase of 36.6 por cont. 
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it poneet fervice. “angurs made regular patrols alony the park boundaries 
| and to remote areas of the park, senducting snow surveys end making wild- 


life obcervations. *fatrole wera particularly intensive along the north 


| boundary adjacent to the arvas of Park County, Vontena, which remained onan 


to the hunting of elk. Alternate day anti night patrols of the read throuch 
the Salletin section of the park were effective, as no poushing activities 
were detected during the month. 


Considerable time wag spent in preparing revisions for the “erk Sanger's 
Revort Manual and the Park Janger's Administrative “anual. 4A large number of 
rustic wood eigne to be used along trails, at checking stations, and elee~ 
where were made up during the month. These signs will be placed next sumer. 


Chief Ranger Barrows made inspections of the “est Tellowatens and 
Bechler River Distriete during the month. 


Police Frotection. ¢. 0. Sridges, of Sorewn, Wontane, apreerad before 
Ue &. Vomalisionear b. Paul Sileox on Fubruary 19 snd entered a plea of guilvy 
to a oharge of shooting a coyote in the Gallatin ewetlen of the perk. He 
paid w find of $15 which was assessed by the Coumiscionsr. the delay in the 


hearing of Sridges resulted from the absence of the Camaissioner, who was on 


extended leave. He returned to the park on Yoluwwery lv. 


Acoidents. Ure. Carlisle Kenyon. of Sosmaman, Monten, sustained « broken 
ankle ag @ result of stepping on a small rowk and falling, while attempting to 
take plotures of bighorns near Mount Gverts on Yebruary li. She was civen 
Piret Aid treatnent and removed to the road by horseback. 


Two minor automobile accidents ovcurread during the month. 


Wildlife Administration. @Sieen: The snew in the Lamar ares beoam packed 
and orusted, waking 1b necessary to Segin feeding the bison on February cl. 
Three dsys later, lamer fistrict personmel seunted a total of 3566 bisen, cone 
sieting of 171 cows, 127 bulle, and && calyrws. “Some aciditional bison, mostly 
bulle, are xnown to be on the northern winter range. 


liengors counted 523 bison in the “wlicen area. This ise 101 mere than 
were found there last your at the same time. {t ia slammed te comiuot & cangus 
of 211 biesom im the park during March. 


monet frengherns on the northern winter range were counted on 
February end 22 by Park Sorngers, Montana “eputy Game “ardens, the vistriet 
Forest Ranger of the Gardiner Distriot, Absaroka Uxtionsl ‘orest.s A poor of 
773 animals were counted and of this number. 726 ware inmeide the park and 17 
outside. The count waa voll organized end eonditions for counting were favor- 
able. It is estimated thet a total of GOS cronghorn inhebit the sorthern 
winter range. 


Sum Season. The olk hunting season in Park Saunty, Montane, will 
roma rough Zareh 1, but the “anigan cheeking station, operated by 
the Mowtena Fish and Game Cepartwent, closed on february cb. At that tine, 
“85 elk had been checked through. ‘the lool deputy same warden coupleted 
ehecking early season and local kille which brought the total reduction ef 
the northern Yellowstone elk herd, by hunting, to 403 elk. 
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Renge Conditions. The average depth of enow over the northern winter 

| FaAnge, he tower Falls District, wae Ll, inches. ‘There was but Little 

more anow along the Lamar Hiver to the mouth of Seve butte Creek, while 

wach of the lower range along thw Yellowstone Kiver and in the vicinity of 

the Game Zanch was entirely free of snew. Snow, in areas exposed to wind 

and sun, became packed and wind~orustad and although 1t wes comparatively 
ghallew, the animals experienced difficulty in pawing through 1% to aecure 
forage. The alk were generally using lower portions of the range than « 

year ago although, in protected sections, the snow remained leose and cranular, 
which ellowd the animals to forage without difficulty. 


3 Grasses and sedges prorided the bulk of the forage for the game animals. 
 Awpen and willows were browsed upon to varying degrese, depending upon the 


 leeation. “here thease browse species ccourred on range utilised by large 


numbers of elk, the whilisation was heavy while in other areas, equally 
 acceselble, the use was very light. “ueh good forage rezained on snow-free 
Pango and, due to the desirable wide distribution of the avimals over the 
pangs, utilisation was generally moderate. 


The pertions ef the winter renge used by pronghorns were heavily utilised 
by these animals. 


Wisesllaneous. The regular monthly meeting of the Federal smpleywes 


Union Fo. G25 was held in the Canteen on february 5. 4 Dateh Lunch was served 
 fellowing the meeting. 
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